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Discuss….

• Why the NSIP
• What the NSIP is
• Future NSIP funding potential
• Effects of a fully funded NSIP
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Streamgaging Network Instability



What are the Issues?
• Network’s ability to meet long-standing 

Federal goals declined because of:
– An increasing instability in the network caused by a 

loss of critical streamgages due to the way the 
streamgaging program is funded.

• New issues and new technologies have
increased the demand for streamflow 
information.

• New technologies are needed to:
– Improve reliability
– Decrease costs
– Decrease uncertainty



Funding for USGS Streamgaging 
Network, FY 2008 Total $136.6M

OFA funds
$28.5M

21%

State/local 
funds
$63.8M

46%

USGS-
CWP

$24.2M
18%

USGS-
NSIP

$20.1M
15%
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**Full NSIP Funding will require $114M/Year
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What the NSIP is.



Five National Streamflow 
Information Program Goals

• 1. Stabilize the streamgaging network
– National backbone network of streamgages to meet 

Federal needs fully funded by the USGS.
– Modernize and harden the network streamgages

4,757 NSIP Federal Goal 
Streamgages
(914 streamgages meet more 
than one need)

Water Quality
145

Compact, border
580

Major River basin
445

Sentinel Watersheds
868

Forecast Reachs
3620



National Streamflow 
Information Program (cont.)

• 2. Floods and droughts
• 3. Regional assessments of streamflow 
characteristics

• 4. Improved information delivery
• 5. Methods development and research



NSIP Funds Allocation to WSCs
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Major Uses Of NSIP Funding
• 1. Water Science Centers (average 
about 60% of NSIP investments).
– Streamgage O&M
– Data Chiefs Salary (some)
– Data base Administrators Salary (some)
– Equipment for NSIP streamgages
– Shared equipment (ADCP’s)
– Field Vehicle Costs
– “Fixed costs” of streamgage program



Major Uses Of NSIP Funding

• 2. Technical Support (Averages about 
15% of the NSIP investments)
– Office of Surface Water 
– HIF Division Goods
– NWIS Support
– ADCP support
– StreamStats



Future NSIP Funding Potential



Stakeholder Support

• SECURE Water 
Act



2006 USGS Streamgaging Funding 
($127M - 7,500 streamgages)

NSIP
$14M
 11%

Coop
$24M
19%

OFA
$27M
21%

State/local
$62M
49%

Streamgage Network Funding 
Burden 

USGS Streamgaging Funding, Full NSIP Implementation
($154M - 9,330 streamgages)

OFA
$16M
10%

Coop
$24M
16%

NSIP
$88M
57%

State/local
$26M
17%



95% 

5%

NSIP Full Funding Funds 
Allocation

5% Analysis and R&D

- Regional Assessments
- New technologies

95% Data Collection
and Delivery

- Streamgage O&M
- Fixed Costs
- QW

-Floods and     
Droughts

- Info. Processing 



Questions/Comments
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